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The Spread of Halal Food

Introduction

The Tokyo Olympics and Paralympics will be held
in 2020. Japan needs to consider what measures are
necessary to support the increase in the number of
foreign tourists. Japanese people have low awareness of
multiculturalism. Japan should tell foreigners about
Japanese culture but Japan also has to improve the food
infrastructure so it can accommodate people with
different food needs and be able to prepare various kinds
of meals. Specifically, for people who come from other
Asian countries who often visit Japan. This study
focuses on Yonezawa City where the author lives and
the expected economic effect by the provision of such
meals in the city. In this research Halal food was chosen
from many kinds of meals.

Purpose of This Research

To achieve food diversity, it is necessary to consider and
grasp the present situation in the city. The research
focuses on Halal food in order to spread this. This study
uses an interview and a questionnaire to achieve this.

What is Halal

The Japan Food Barrier-Free Association says that
“Halal” means “permittable” in the Arabic language.
“Haram” is the opposite word. What objects constitute
Haram is decided by how an animal is slaughtered,
processed and so on. This research is focused on just
Halal food.

Preliminary investigation
* research question
Are there things that study abroad students get upset
about?
Does Yonezawa City have an appropriate food
infrastructure?
* result of interview
There are few stores that sell Halal food, so study
abroad students can’t eat meat bought in Japan.
“Washoku” or Japanese food often contains “mirin”
which is made from alcohol. So, these students can’t
enjoy Japanese food.
* discussion
Yonezawa city deserves recognition by changing
Yonezawa beef that is the specialty of the city to comply
with the guidelines of halal food from foreign countries.
So, it is thought the city will become known better,
which in turn adds value to the beef. By doing so,
tourists from within Japan or foreign countries is
thought to increase as the city will become more famous.

Main Research
* research method
My class start a Halal branch at the school festival.
Questionnaire about the degree of recognition and bias
of Halal food.

Fuwa Ito
* research question
Is the degree of recognition of Halal low?
Is there bias of Halal?
* question contents and results
Q1: Do you know about Halal food?
Al:Yes-28% No-72%
Q2: What is your impression of Halal food?
A2: Good-7% Bad-7% Not sure-86%
Q3: How do you feel after eating Halal food?
A3: Delicious-77% Ordinary-23% Not Delicious-0%
Q4: Has your impression of Halal food changed?
A4: Yes-74% No-26%

Conclusion

The Degree of recognition of Halal food is low, as
the opportunity to know about it might be few. One
reason for this is that information concerning Halal isn't
taught in elementary or secondary education.
Furthermore, there are problems not only with the
impression of Halal but also the impression of Islam.
Additionally, the impression of Halal became better by
offering a choice of Halal food to people.

References

Japan Food Barrier-Free Association
Japan Food Barrier-Free Association HP
<www.halal.or.jp/ 2019.1.18>



The Activation of Nagai’s agriculture by Rainbow Vegetables.

Introduction

Recently, many rural areas are in decline in Japan. So
most local governments are taking actions to stimulate
their towns. Nagai city where the author lives focus is
on this local activation. Various groups in Nagai are
increasing their activities year by year to stimulate this
town.

As population and industry are still in decline. These
problems are difficult to solve.

According to such conditions, the author carries out
this study to highlight the positive points of Nagai City
and communicate this information nationally in Japan.

Previous Studies

Nagai city carried out a questionnaire to people
living in Nagai city.

The first question was,“Is it your intention to live in
Nagai city from now on?” 71.7% of the people
answered “Yes.” And 13.9% of the people answered “I
will live in Nagai for the time being.” According to the
results, more than 80% of the people intend to continue
living in Nagai in the coming future. The reasons are
good environment and delicious water.

Second question was, “Is there communication
between you and your neighbors?”” 84.9% of the people
answered “Yes.” This result shows us the strength of
Nagai’s community spirit.

Presently Nagai City is carrying out the “Rainbow
Plan”. It is a project to encourage the sustainability of
Nagai. Waste products of organic materials are
converted into compost and used in the production of
vegetables.

Purpose of This Research

The appeal points of Nagai city are good
environment and delicious water. This
information is supported by previous studies. So,
this study focuses on revitalization of
agriculture. And the purpose of this research is
suggesting a new strategy that will publicize
these points nationally as a main feature of
Nagai City living. In addition to that, this
research mentions about the strength of Nagai’s
community’s spirit.

It is important for Japan to revitalize rural
areas like Nagai City as there is an abundance
of a natural supply of fresh water, air, energy
and food.

Research Question
Is agricultural industry active in Nagai City?

Result

The interview was conducted in Nagai City
Hall. The author interviewed the employees of
the agricultural section of Nagai City Hall.

Rana Yokoyama

Question 1

What are the advantages and
disadvantages of farming in Nagai city?
They said, “One advantage is delicious water.
However farmers can’t sell their products
outside of Nagai City as local products of Nagai,
so this is one disadvantage.”

Question 2

How do you sell the products of Nagai to
urban areas?
They said,“it is difficult to sell them easily as
they are not well known by people living in
urban areas”.

Question 3

What is good about Nagai's vegetables?
They said,“Rainbow Vegetables are grown
locally in Nagai. Compost is produced in Nagai
and used to grow these vegetables. Therefore
Rainbow Vegetables have high nutritional value.”

Question 4

What are the present problems of the
agricultural industry?
They said,“It is the difficulty of improving the
recognition of Nagai's Rainbow Vegetables.”

Discussion

This interview shows a problem that the
vegetables of Nagai can’t be sold as local
products of Nagai in urban areas. And also,
there is no specific measure to improve the
recognition of Rainbow Vegetables.

According to these results, it is important to
focus on how to improve the recognition of
Rainbow Vegetables in urban areas in this study.
And also, Nagai's sustainable activities can be
more recognized in urban areas by improving
the recognition of Rainbow Vegetables. People in
urban areas may be interested in Nagai as a
result. So, it leads to not only introducing the
new appeal of Nagai but also re-introducing the
already known positive points of Nagai. Also by
doing this, Nagai City's agricultural industry
will be revitalized and the recognition of Nagai’s
desirability in urban areas will be improved.

Suggestion

According to this study, the author suggests a
service that Nagai City delivers locally grown
natural food to people in the local area and
urban areas. Various types of Rainbow
Vegetables, local specialty vegetables and



The Activation of Nagai’s agriculture by Rainbow Vegetables.

traditional food of Nagai and Yamagata
prefecture. Knowledge of vegetables and local
specialties which are less common and well
known can be shared. A pamphlet of Nagai city
should also be included.

The customers would be people from Nagai or
Yamagata, parents who have children living in
urban areas and people who are interested in
Rainbow Vegetables and natural food. And in
turn these customers will promote these
products to their friends. By doing so, people
from Nagai or Yamagata play a key role in
publicizing the goods and become a medium of
advertising. And also, Nagai City can use the
people who were originally from Nagai and
moved to urban areas. Moreover, Nagai City can
use the appeal and the strength of its community
to promote its products by sharing information,
called “Osusowake” in Japanese.

Finally, the effects of this service on Nagai
will be that the city can publicize its appeal to
people in urban areas. Also Nagai City can sell
Rainbow Vegetables to them by improving the
level of recognition of these products. This
service will have an effect on the agriculture
industry in Nagai and customers can benefit
from the knock on effect of Nagai’s Rainbow Plan
system.

Reference
Questionnaire of Nagai City to residents

2017.5
<https!//www.city.nagai.yamagata.jp/>
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For Multicultural Growth of Yonezawa City

Introduction

Recently, a growing number of foreigners are
coming to Japan. Is Yonezawa City a livable place for
foreigners? To solve this question, the research
investigates the current situation and how the city will
become an attractive city for foreigners.

Purpose of This Research

The research was undertaken in order to make clear
how Yonezawa City could become a multicultural
society.

Research Question
Are foreigners living in Yonezawa city having troubles?

Result
The questionnaire was conducted with the help of study
abroad students from Yamagata University.

Questionl

What should be written in English at restaurants?

The answer was to write the menu in English and show
photos of the cooked food.

Question2

What trouble do you have in restaurants?

The answer was that they couldn't read the menu
especially the Chinese characters, Kanji. Also there is
often no button to call a clerk.

Question3

What kind of service do you want at restaurants?

The answer was to be able to make reservations by using
a cell phone application, and to be able to choose
Japanese food according to religious preferences.

Question4

Where should information be presented in English in the
city?

The answer was at restaurants,
government offices and pharmacies.

supermarkets,

Question5

What kind of information do you want at the time of a
disaster?

The answer was learn the location of the evacuation site,
how to prepare an evacuation bag and the type of
disaster unfolding.

Question6

How do you want the information conveyed at the time
of a disaster?

The answer was E-mail, the official Facebook page of
Yonezawa city, TV, and through the Yamagata
University webpage.

Question7
Do you know of the hazard map?
The answer was most people didn’t know.

Question8
Do you know Yonezawa City has a hazard map?
The answer was no one knew.

Conclusion

Yonezawa City has insufficient policies for supporting
foreigners. Yonezawa City should write hazard maps
not only in Japanese but also in English.

Yonezawa city provides disaster information only on the
internet. However, Hachioji city provides various
information not only on the internet but also on paper.
Yonezawa City should do the same.

A new approach is needed for Yonezawa City to achieve
multicultural growth.
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